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TAGS: PFOR, AR, OAS 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT COMMENT TO PRESS ON BUENOS AIRES 
(LA NACION) STORY 

1. DEPARTMENT HAS GIVEN WIRE SERVICES ON LA CIRCUIT THE 
FOLLOWING STATEMENT OF THE U.S. POSITION REGARDING THE 
BUENOS AIRES MEETING. STATEMENT, FOR ATTRIBUTION TO 
"DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS", WAS GIVEN BY WAY OF COMMENT ON LA 
NACION/REUTERS REPORT OF REMARKS ATTRIBUTED TO AMBASSADOR 
MAILLIARD IN BOGOTA. TEXT FOLLOWS: "WE UNDERSTAND THE 
ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT IS CONSULTING WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS 
IN THE HEMISPHERE ABOUT WHETHER TO POSTPONE THE BUENOS 
AIRES MEETING IN VIEW OF THE ATTITUDE OF VENEZUELA AND 
ECUADOR ABOUT ATTENDING. THE UNITED STATES WILL UNDER- 
STAND AND ABIDE BY WHATEVER DECISION THE ARGENTINE 
GOVERNMENT REACHES AS HOST FOR THE MEETING, RESPONSIBLE 
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FOR ITS ARRANGEMENT. THE UNITED STATES HAS NEVER TAKEN 
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THE POSITION NOR SUGGESTED THAT A NEW SITE SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED FOR THE NEXT MEETING." 

2. FOR BUENOS AIRES: YOU MAY WISH TO HAVE USIS 
DISSEMINATE PORTION QUOTED IN PREVIOUS PARAGRAPH TO BUENOS 
AIRES MEDIA. 

3. NEWS AGENCY REPRESENTATIVES CONTACTED HERE COMMENTED 
THEY (1) WERE TOTALLY UNAWARE OF REUTERS STORY AND (2) 

SERIOUSLY DOUBTED ITS ACCURACY AS U.S. POSITION ON 

THIS ISSUE IS CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD. INGERSOLL 
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